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Challenging Stereotypes in Sports 
 
Wednesday afternoon was absolutely fantastic and a superb way for all pupils in school to not 
only support the FA campaign Let Girls Play but to also tackle wider stereotypes in sports. I 
was really impressed with how our pupils embraced giving new sports a go. A special thanks 
to Miss Sherratt, our PE coordinator for leading on this event and to all those who helped in 
organising and delivering on the day. A special thanks to Duffield Dynamos coaches and 
parents who came and delivered all of the football activities across the afternoon. 
Incredible! Thanks also to Tabitha Wright and Mrs Briggs for delivering yoga sessions – I was 
very impressed. Our staff did a great job of delivering sessions on ballet, netball, zumba and 
debates too – thank you. Fun was had by everyone and everyone took part in good spirit!  
 

Get set… we’re 

taking part in Sustrans 
Big Walk and Wheel 
2022 (the new name for 
Big Pedal), the UK’s 
largest inter-school 
cycling, walking, 
wheeling and scooting challenge. The challenge runs from 21 March to 1 April. It’s free and 
we would love everyone to be involved. 
 
What do you need to do? 
Encourage your child(ren) to walk, use a wheelchair, scoot or cycle to school on as many 
days as possible during the event.  
 
Why we are taking part 
Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel is a great way to build physical activity in children’s daily 
routine which is important for their physical health and mental wellbeing.  
 
Active school runs also help to reduce congestion and air pollution outside the school gate. 

A 2021 YouGov study showed nearly half of UK children worry about air pollution near their 

school and that children thought active travel was the best way to bring down these 

pollution levels. 

For more information about the event go to www.bigwalkandwheel.org.uk  

 

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/news/2021/april/increase-in-children-s-concerns-over-air-pollution/
http://www.bigwalkandwheel.org.uk/


 
COVID Update 

 
Numbers of children and adults in school testing positive for COVID is on the rise once again, 
particularly in the infant department. The main symptom we are seeing in children is a high 
temperature and in adults a sore throat and cold like symptoms.  
 
The government has written to schools setting out expectations for self-isolation as part of 
its "living with Covid" strategy. Essentially these are unchanged from the rules that applied 
to schools before half term.  
 
If your child has any of the main symptoms of Covid-19 (a recent onset of a new continuous 
cough; a high temperature; or a loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell) you 
should order a PCR test or take a lateral flow test. They should stay at home and avoid 
contact with other people while you wait for the test result.  
 
If your child tests positive, they should continue to stay at home and avoid contact with 
other people. This includes not attending school. They should take a lateral flow test from 
five days after their symptoms started (or the day their test was taken if they did not have 
symptoms) followed by another one the next day. If both these tests results are negative, 
they should return to school as long as they feel well enough to do so and do not have a 
temperature.  
 
Children who live with someone who has Covid-19 should continue to attend school as 
normal unless they develop symptoms or test positive for Covid- 19, in which case they 
should isolate as explained above.  
 
 

Reporting Absences 

A polite reminder from the school office that all absences must be reported to the school 

office by phoning 01332 840305 and leaving a message on option 1 before 9am or by 

emailing health@duffieldmeadows.derbyshire.sch.uk. 

 

Talking to your children about Ukraine 

Please see attached advice for talking to children about the war in Ukraine, when conflict 
or war makes the headlines it can cause feelings of fear, sadness, anger and anxiety 
wherever a person lives. Children always look to their trusted adults for a sense of safety 
and security, even more so in a sense of crisis. Children depend on you to provide that for 
them, here are some tips and guidance on how you can best support your children if they 
ask questions about the war in Ukraine. 
 
Derbyshire Early Help Advice about talking to children about the war in Ukraine  
 
First News – Ukraine Explainer 

Young Minds - Top tips for talking to your young person about the events in Ukraine 

 

 

mailto:health@duffieldmeadows.derbyshire.sch.uk
../../Downloads/Advice%20fro%20talking%20to%20children%20about%20Ukraine.pdf
https://subscribe.firstnews.co.uk/ukraine-first-news-explainer/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/blog/top-tips-for-talking-to-your-young-person-about-the-events-in-ukraine/


 
 

A message from Derbyshire Catering Service… 

At Derbyshire Catering Service we are continually looking into how we can improve our 

service, and having launched our Food Explorer brand in October with a new look to the 

menu/theme days we are keen to know the thoughts and opinions of parents, carers and 

pupils.  

Please complete the survey below so we can gain an insight into how we can further 

improve our service? 

Survey link: https://forms.office.com/r/2R4jiG4wc7 

Feedback from our surveys at Parent’s Evening 

Thank you so much for the feedback given this week. Below we are able to share the 

responses with you. We have taken out those specifically praising individual members of 

staff and we will add these to the staff shout outs and speak to each member of staff 

individually and share the wonderful things you have said about them – thank you.  

We will now consider each of the points raised on how we can improve further and keep you 

updated on positive changes we make as a result.  

What we are doing well? 

• You can really feel that staff are happy! 

• Morning welcome “feel” in school is amazing! 

• It is a very caring environment and excellent communication to parents during the 
pandemic. 

• Lovely staff. (Thank you!) 

• Being available to message (seesaw) and talk. 

• All staff very approachable and supportive 

• Thank you for making learning fun! Thanks especially to Mrs Romans and Mrs Riches. 

• Communicate with parents very well. 

• Approachable teachers and Head. 

• Positivity Inclusivity Individuality. 

• Supportive environment. 

• Great role models. 

• Love the project homework. 

• Teachers give me lots off help. 

• Making it a fun environment, love Mrs NL’s welcome every morning! Thank you. 

• School visits are fantastic. Love Friday’s music before start of the day. 

• Friendly welcome (especially when the music is playing!) to start the day in a positive 

way  

• Ollie likes doing Maths and enjoys the dinosaur project. Robins. 

• Building a sense of community. 

• Enthusiasm of head engendering a team atmosphere in school. 

• You are all marvellous – fair, positive and encouraging. 

• You nurture the children and create an environment that makes them happy and also 
relaxed. 

https://forms.office.com/r/2R4jiG4wc7


 

• A wide and interesting range of extra activities e.g. squash, theatre etc 

• You help the children overcome any friendship issues because you are aware of what 
is going in in the playground. That’s brill! 

• Supportive and responsive to our concerns – and a joined up approach from teachers. 
Good communication Thank you ☺ 

• Making the most of every opportunity – Girls football afternoon was amazing ☺ 

• Children valued individually. Teachers have time for parents. Friday morning music is 
wonderful!! 

• Teacher’s relationships with the children. My children feel so safe coming to this 
school. 

• Coming to school and being welcomed in is brilliant – makes everyone feel like part of 
the school. 

• Staff very supportive and flexible towards individual needs. 

• Kitchen Team – fantastic provision for children with allergies. 

• Creating an environment that makes my children run into school every day! 

What can we improve further? 

• FOREST SCHOOL PLEASE!! 

• More performances to see the children shine. 

• Frequency of communications – can’t always keep track! 

• Allow more ball games at breaktimes. 

• Would like a summary of what children are learning (infants) as they tell us nothing! 

• Send text when email is sent – don’t always see them! 

• More communication (especially infants) about what the children are doing – eg 
weekly seesaw update on topics etc. Generic to the class not individual. 

• Check out who has received squirrel of the week – is it always a fair process? 

• A little more written homework and definitely more maths homework (Upper 
juniors). 

• Children love badges! Earn badges for doing different things (Could also be part of 
rewarding individual). 

• Think of increasing frequency of newsletter e.g. monthly rather than half-termly and 
use for communication. More notice for certain events e.g. today’s whole school P.E. 

• More homework please. 

• Spend the huge amounts of PTFA money on the school. 

• Football for P.E. 

• Update on progress of child Nov/Dec time. 

• 10 min slot for parents evening. 

• More visibility of curriculum. 

• Spelling scores fed back to parents. 

• Too many different ways of communicating with parents – can sometimes miss 
messages. 

• Midday staff – less pressure on children to eat more or eat things they don’t want to. 

• Termly reports to get early check-in with start to academic year and track progress 
as year develops. 

• We would prefer that sports/PE/activity etc are always protected and not dropped 
for academic work. Also not removed as punishment – can be counter productive! 

• Put any messages/communications to parents on parent pay, the same as 
Eccelsbourne. Its much easier to find/navigate than hunting for emails! 

• Better (more) communication of changes in timetables and of curriculum being 
taught. 



 

• Creative time e.g. paints/crafts on a monthly/half term basis (enrichment time based 
on topic work?). 

• School meals – all my kids say awful! Sorry! 

• Communication about child progress.  

• Punctuality at end of the day. 

• As much communication as possible – please, we love to know what is going on! 

• Communication from school could be improved. Parents rely on group WhatsApp to 
keep up to date, Parent Mail is good. 

Thank you for taking the time to give us this important feedback. 

 

Early Help at Meadows 
 
What is Early Help? 
 
Early Help means providing help for children, young people and families as soon as issues 
start to emerge or where it is likely that issues will impact negatively on children's 
outcomes. 
 
Early help is for children of all ages and not just the very young. It can be provided at any 
point of need and can be very effective in supporting a child, young person and/or their 
family to prevent issues escalating. Early help is a term that describes much of the everyday 
work of schools. 
 
The Role of Schools 
 
Day to Day Support 
Most families, most of the time, can get on with their lives quite happily with little or no 
outside help. If they need help it is usually provided by universal services, such as schools. 
This can include the day-to-day support provided to pupils and their families by staff within 
the school. 
Focused Pastoral Support 
All families can have times, however, when difficulties arise and they either may not 
recognise it or may not know how to start putting things right. Without the right support 
early on, situations can easily get worse very quickly. Schools play a role in supporting 
families to address these difficulties through more focused pastoral support, which might 
include bringing in support via an external agency. 
Early Help Assessment 
For those children and families whose needs and circumstances make them more 
vulnerable, or where schools need the support of other agencies to meet the needs of the 
family, a coordinated multi-agency approach is usually best. In Derbyshire this is achieved 
through undertaking an Early Help Assessment and assigning a Lead Practitioner to work 
closely with the family to ensure they receive the support they require.  Schools should be a 
key partner in any multi-agency work to support families. 
 
If you think we may be able to help your child or family, please do not hesitate to get in 
touch. Mr Lloyd is leading the Early Help work this year so feel free to make an appointment 
to see how we may be able to support you.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

SAFEGUARDING 
 

 Safeguarding is given the highest priority at Duffield Meadows Primary School. There may 
be times when adults are concerned about children in the community. If so, then you can 

contact DCC's Child Protection Department on 01629 533190, the NSPCC on 0808 800 5000 or 
come directly and speak to me as Designated Safeguarding Lead.  

 
If you have any safeguarding concerns about a child, please use the following email address 

 
Safeguarding@duffieldmeadows.derbyshire.sch.uk 

 
Please do not ignore concerns; child protection is everyone's responsibility.  

 

 
Follow us on Twitter  
@DuffieldMeadows  
@DuffMead_Sports 

 
 
 
 


