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Welcome Back 
 
We would like to welcome everybody back to school after 
summer and extend an extra warm welcome to our new pupils 
and their families.  We would also like to welcome our new 
staff members, Mrs Booth, Mrs Cadman and Mrs Watson.  We 
are sure all our new pupils and staff will settle quickly into 
school life and enjoy being part of the Duffield Meadows 
Primary School community. 
 
All of our pupils looked wonderful in their new school 
uniforms. It would be fantastic if we could keep this high 
standard throughout the year. Please could I remind parents 
that our PE kit is navy, royal blue and red. We have a number 
of black items creeping in which will challenged. Please also 
keep hair accessories to a minimum in school colours. We are 
now seeing lots of large bows and bands. We would also remind 
you to please LABEL your children’s uniform, including coats 
and shoes.  So much effort has been put into buying new 
clothes, it would be a shame to lose them at this early stage.  
At the end of each term we always end up with a huge amount 
of lost property which is unclaimed due to lack of names for 
identification. 
 

 
 

Thank You 
 
I would like to take the 
opportunity on behalf of 
myself and the staff to thank 
you for your generosity at 
the end of last year. Your 
kind words, cards and gifts 
were overwhelming and 
much appreciated. 
 
 

 

Cost Of Living – How can we support? 
 

The news over the last few months has focussed heavily on the cost of living rises, causing 
families to consider the impact and challenges that it may have on them. On our return to 
school, staff were keen to engage in conversations about how we, as a school, might help to 
support our community this winter. We are keen to work with the children to help them 
understand the part they can play by looking after their belongings, switching off lights and 
closing doors etc. We will also be looking carefully at the cost of trips to see where changes 
can be made and other ways of reducing the money the school asks for from parents. We will 
be looking to extend the second hand uniform provision to coats, shoes and trainers. We also 
ask at Christmas that you do not bring in gifts for staff but we would welcome kind words in 
cards. I know the PTFA are also having similar conversations despite their main purpose being 
to raise money to support the school. Together, as a community, we will endeavour to make 
sure our families are supported. If you find yourself in a difficult position, for whatever 
reason, please always know that you can speak to us in confidence. 
 
It would be very helpful if you would complete the anonymous survey below. It aims to help 
us better understand the kind of cost-of-living challenges you are facing, how they are 
changing, what impact you think these challenges will have on your life and the tough choices  
 
 



 
you will face as a result of them. It’s an important survey and will help inform key decisions 
on the support we’ll provide.  
 
https://forms.office.com/r/q4E3AAQNfB  
 

 

Volunteering in School 
 

Our school relies heavily on the generosity of time 
given by our volunteers. If you can spare some time 
to come in and help in school, we would be very 
grateful. Please see Mrs Pankhurst or Mrs Salsbury in 
the school office. Our school places volunteers in 
classes away from their own children. We hope this 
does not put you off volunteering with us.  
 

 

 
 

 

 

Brass is Back! 
 

Mr Rutter has some availability for music lessons focussing 
on instruments in the brass family. If your child is 
interested in taking up lessons, let the office know and 
they will pass on your details to Mr Rutter. Likewise, if 
your child is interested in learning other musical 
instruments, you can find our music teachers’ contact 
details on our extra-curricular timetable which is on our 
website.  

 

 
 

Quick Reminders: 
 

• Please do not use the school car park between the hours of 8am and 5pm 

• Remember that Park Road has a one-way system at drop off and pick up 

• Please do not park across our neighbours’ drives or on their grass verges 

• Please clear the playground as soon as possible after pick-up to allow clubs to use 
the space 

• Please keep children off the play equipment in the morning and after school as it is 
not supervised 

• Once at the school gates please dismount from bikes and scooters and walk them to 
the racks to avoid collisions 

• Please label all items of clothing 
 

 
 
 

Early Help at Meadows 
 
 
If you think we may be able to help your child or family, please do not hesitate to get in 
touch. Mrs Venskus is our Pupil Premium and Early Help Lead. She can listen and point you 
in the direction of support.  
 

 

https://forms.office.com/r/q4E3AAQNfB


 
SAFEGUARDING 

 
 Safeguarding is given the highest priority at Duffield Meadows Primary School. There may 
be times when adults are concerned about children in the community. If so, then you can 

contact DCC's Child Protection Department on 01629 533190, the NSPCC on 0808 800 5000 or 
come directly and speak to me as Designated Safeguarding Lead.  

 
If you have any safeguarding concerns about a child, please use the following email address 

Safeguarding@duffieldmeadows.derbyshire.sch.uk 
 

Please do not ignore concerns; child protection is everyone's responsibility.  
 

 
Follow us on Twitter  
@DuffieldMeadows  
@DuffMead_Sports 

 
 
 

 


